A new case of pediatric laryngeal foraminal cyst: diagnostic challenges and association with hemi-facial microsomia.
Laryngeal cysts are heterogeneous in their clinical presentation and several classifications have been proposed. Here, we report the case of a foraminal laryngeal cyst in a 6 year-old child who also has hemi facial microsomia (HFM). The cyst was treated surgically with laryngotracheal endoscopy followed by cervicotomy. Histological analysis revealed different types of cystic wall epithelium. This case is the first report of a laryngeal cyst associated with HFM in the literature. We discuss the diagnostic challenges of these specific cystic pathologies, and their pathogenesis as part of an oculo-auriculo-vertebral spectrum. Several hypotheses are proposed, based mainly on characterization of their embryological origin.